
       THE TOWNSHIP OF MAXATAWNY 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

THURSDAY, MAY 19, 2022 

MINUTES 
 

CALL MEETING TO ORDER: Chairman Bucci called the meeting to order at 7:30pm with the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  Members present:  Michael Berger, Rob Reynolds, Ethan Boyer and Dave Sobotka.  
Professionals present:  Solicitor, Elizabeth Magovern;  Engineer, Chris Falencki; Township Code Official, 
Chris Paff; and Township Secretary/Treasurer, Jerilyn Wehr.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: (Agenda items)  

1. Resident Anne Franke asked about the status of the zoning revisions  
 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: 

1. Motion to approve the April 21, 2022 meeting minutes 
a. Motion made by Reynolds and seconded by Boyer to approve the April 21, 2022 meeting 

minutes.  Motion passed (5-0) 
 

PLANS TO REVIEW: 
1. Valentino’s – preliminary plan 

a. Valentino’s representative Michael Hartman presented the plan showing the area that 
PennDot is taking from their existing lot for the roundabout construction.  They are 
scheduled for a Zoning Hearing for variances that are in large part due to the 
roundabout  

b. The review letters of Falencki and Paff, both dated May 17, 2022 were reviewed. 
c. There was discussion regarding parking, curbing, and lighting, as well as the variance 

requests being presented to the Zoning Hearing Board 
d. Motion made by Sobotka and seconded by Berger to recommend approval of all 

requested variances including additional variances discussed by the Township Engineer 
that may be needed for curbing.  Motion passed (5-0)     

2. East Penn Self Storage – preliminary plan 
a. East Penn Self Storage Owner, Vincent Fantozzi, and his attorney presented the plan 

stating that this is a mirror image of the existing site.  It will be open 6am to 9pm and will 
not have a dumpster on site.  They will need to request variances as well as a conditional 
use approval 

b. The review letters of Falencki dated May 17, 2022 and Paff dated May 19, 2022 were 
reviewed.  Fantozzi stated that they will comply with the letters 

c. No action taken on the plan at this time 
3. Mavis Tire – prelim/final plan 

a. Mavis Tire representatives asked to pull the plan from tonight’s review.  They plan to 
attend the June meeting 

4. North Kemp Rd. – prelim/final plan 
a. The plan was presented to the Commission.  This is a 9.25-acre lot with a single-family 

home proposed.  Septic testing is complete and passed for a sand mound 
b. The review letters of Falencki dated April 19, 2022 and Paff dated April 21, 2022, as well 

as the Fire Marshall letter were reviewed  
c. There was discussion on the width of the driveway for emergency services, curbing, 

street trees, and streetlights 
d. No action was taken on the plan at this time 

5. Maxatawny Industrial/310 Hilltop – Preliminary Plan 



a. Project rep Jim Preston presented the plan.  The project consists of 3 parcels along Hilltop 
Road.  The parcels are proposed to be reconfigured into 3 new parcels with 2 of the 3 
parcels planned to be kept agricultural.  Water service was requested by Kutztown 
Borough but was denied   

b. The review letters of Falencki dated April 19, 2022 and Paff dated May 19, 2022 as well as 
the Fire Marshall letter were reviewed   

c. There was discussion regarding improvements to Hilltop Road, landscaping, and hours 
of operation.  There was also discussion on how the project plans to move forward if the 
other warehouse project in the area that is currently going through the planning process 
does not get approval 

d. No action was taken on the plan at this time 
e. Resident Marty Yourkovitch stated that he attended a meeting with PennDot and spoke 

to reps that informed him that there is no plan to expand 222 through Monterey or 
Maxatawny Village for at least 5 years 

f. Resident Anne Franke voiced concern over additional trucks and trailers on the roads 
6. Review of draft zoning revisions 

a. Paff stated that the scheduled review has not yet happened and is scheduled for the 
beginning of June 

b. Discussion was tabled until after the review 
7. Review of Zoning Hearing applications 

a. The Wawa Zoning Hearing Board application has requested additional variances due to 
changes to the PennDot roundabout plan.  The Commission discussed the 20+ variances 
requested.  There was concern about the off-site signage and the parking near 222 

1. Motion made by Sobotka and seconded by Berger to recommend caution when 
reviewing the variance requests for the off-site signage and the parking along 
222.   Motion passed (5-0) 

b. The Commission reviewed the Zoning Hearing Board application of Brandon Reichard.  
He is looking to build a 1200 sq. ft. garage on his property located in Bowers.  His 
requests include an additional driveway and relief from the property line distance. 

1. Motion made by Berger and seconded by Boyer to recommend approval of the 
requested variances.  Motion passed (5-0) 

c. The Commission reviewed the two Zoning Hearing Board applications from Motus 
Equities.  The Commission has not yet had this plan submitted for review and may be 
missing a few items that would need additional zoning hearing board relief.   

1. Motion made by Berger and seconded by Boyer to recommend not approving the 
variances of the existing request due to the limited information provided at this time, 
and recommended first submitting as a sketch plan to the Planning Commission.  
Motion passed (5-0) 

 
MONTHLY SUBDIVISION & LAND DEVELOPMENT STATUS REPORT: 

1. The Planning Commission reviewed the Status Report for the month 
 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES: 

1. Solicitor – Elizabeth Magovern 
a. Nothing at this time 

2. Engineer – Chris Falencki 
a. Falencki stated that the St. Luke’s construction is moving quickly.  There have been some 

adjustments to the original plan, but they are all better than the original  
   

HEARING OF THE VISITORS & PUBLIC COMMENT: 

1. Resident Peter Karch questioned what is going in on the open corner of Long Lane and 222 
and questioned the burial ground that was believed to be on that site 



2. Commission member Reynolds added that the Historic Preservation Trust is working with 
Duke on the donation of land to the Hottenstein Mansion. 

 
ADJOURNMENT: Motion was made by Sobotka and seconded by Berger to adjourn at 9:10pm. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Jerilyn Wehr, Secretary/Treasurer 

 


