
       THE TOWNSHIP OF MAXATAWNY 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 20, 2022 

MINUTES 
 

CALL MEETING TO ORDER: Solicitor Beth Kohl called the meeting to order with the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  Members present:  Michael Berger, Don Bucci, Rob Reynolds, and Dave Sobotka.  
Professionals present:  Engineer, Chris Falencki;  Township Code Enforcement Officer, Chris Paff; and 
Township Secretary/Treasurer, Jerilyn Wehr.  
 
REORGANIZATION: 

1. Motion to appoint Chairman of the Planning Commission 
a. Motion made by Berger and seconded by Sobotka to appoint Don Bucci as Chairman.  

Motion passed (4-0) 
2. Motion to appoint Vice-Chairman of the Planning Commission 

a. Motion made by Bucci and seconded by Reynolds to appoint Michael Berger as Vice-
Chairman.  Motion passed (4-0) 

3. Motion to appoint Secretary of the Planning Commission 
a. Motion made by Berger and seconded by Sobotka to appoint Rob Reynolds as Secretary.  

Motion passed (4-0) 
4. Motion to appoint Recording Secretary of the Planning Commission 

a. Motion made by Berger and seconded by Reynolds to appoint Jerilyn Wehr as Recording 
Secretary.  Motion passed (4-0) 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: (Agenda items) – nothing at this time 

 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: 

1. Reynolds and Bucci questioned the draft meeting minutes stating that they believed there was 
discussion regarding Mavis Tire that should be shown.  There was discussion regarding when 
Mavis tire was on the agenda and it was decided to table the approval of the minutes until it 
could be confirmed.  

 

PLANS TO REVIEW: 
1. East Penn Self Storage – Sketch Plan 

a. Vince Fantozi, owner of East Penn Storage, and Paul Szewczak, Engineer for the project, 
presented the plan.  Fantozi stated that he is looking to build a “mirror” of the existing 
development on the property across the cul-de-sac.  No water or septic is planned on the 
site, though there will be a reserved area for future additions. 

b. The review letters of Falencki dated January 18, 2022 and Paff dated January 11, 2022 
were reviewed, as well as the Fire Marshall letter. 

c. There was discussion regarding the cleanliness of the current site and if the new 
buildings will be built with the same colors as the current buildings.   

d. Engineer Falencki stated that this project will require conditional use approval as well as 
zoning relief.   

e. No action was taken on the plan. 
2. Elm Street Apartments – Preliminary Plan 

a. Rob Hain presented the plan.  This is a 3 story, 15 unit apartment building that sits on a 
property that is located in both Kutztown Boro and Maxatawny Township.  The building 
will sit in the Boro with part of the parking lot in Maxatawny Township.  There will be 
public water and sewer, as well as trash pick-up provided by the Boro.  The project has 



received zoning relief from Kutztown Boro and the plan has been reviewed by the Boro 
PC.  Their comments have not yet been received. 

b. The review letters of Falecki dated January 18, 2022 and Paff dated January 19, 2022 were 
reviewed, as well as the Fire Marshall letter. 

c. There was discussion regarding parking, curbing, emergency access and improvements 
on James Alley.  There was also discussion regarding landscaping, lighting, and the 
dumpster location.   

d. Fire Marshall Hauck mentioned concerns with emergency vehicle turning radius as well 
as fire hydrant location and the possibility of placing two hydrants on site. 

e.  Stormwater management was discussed.  Hain stated that all stormwater will be 
directed to Elm Street in the Boro. 

f. The Commission wants to see the Kutztown PC review before taking action on the plan.  
3. Arrowhead Lot 20 – Prelim/Final 
a. Rob Hain presented the plan.  The project includes a 5000 sq ft. building that will have part 

the building constructed now and the other part constructed at a later date, with gravel 
placed in that future developed area.  There will be three employees on site. Stormwater 
management will be directed to the regional basin. 

b. The review letters of Falencki dated January 18, 2022 and Paff dated January 19, 2022 were 
reviewed, as well as the Fire Marshall letter. 

c. There was discussion regarding parking and curbing, screening, lighting, and snow disposal.  
There was also discussion regarding the width of the entrances and two-way access. 

d. Chairman Bucci asked if there would be chemicals used on site, and if so, what and how 
much.  Hain stated that he will get that information from the developer. 

e. Motion made by Sobotka and seconded by Berger to recommend conditional prelim/final 
approval based on the letters of Falencki, Paff, and the Fire Marshall, as well as receiving an 
update on chemical use and agreeing to gravel placement and driveway width as presented  
Motion passed (4-0) 

4. Young Residence – Prelim/Final 
a. Scott Sweigert, of C2C, presented the plan.  This is a single family home on a site that 

previously had a dwelling located on it.  There will be a new well and septic placed on 
the lot. 

b. The review letters of Falecki dated January 18, 2022 and Paff dated January 20, 2022 were 
reviewed. 

c. There was discussion regarding curbing and road widening as well as driveway location 
and meeting sight distance requirements.  As well as taking the 53ft right-of-way. 

d. Waiver requests were reviewed.  The requested waivers are for plan scale and 
prelim/final plan review 

e. Motion made by Berger and seconded by Reynolds to recommend approval of the 
waiver of plan scale.  Motion passed (4-0) 

f. Motion made by Berger and seconded by Sobotka to recommend approval of the waiver 
of prelim/final plan review.  Motion passed (4-0) 

5. Discussion regarding ordinance updates 
a. Paff stated that he is aware that there has been quite a bit of discussion regarding 

updating ordinances and the Comprehensive Plan.  Paff asked the Commission to 
consider starting with some hot button issues with the Zoning Ordinance.   

b. Solicitor Kohl added that she and Paff have discussed some of the sections that do 
require updates due to unclear language, which include setbacks and signage. 

c. Bucci asked about public input to the revisions as well as updates to the Comprehensive 
Plan.  Falencki stated that there is a process with the updates, basically starting with 
making a list, updating the language, having the PC review the updates, recommending 
it to the Board of Supervisors, then advertising it for a public hearing where public input 



is granted.  Berks County Planning Commission would also review and comment.  The 
Comprehensive Plan will knit in with the updates to the ordinances. 

d. There was lengthy discussion regarding updating the language of Zoning Ordinance and 
the review of the Comprehensive Plan with the possibility of making a multi-municipal 
plan with neighboring municipalities.  It was stated that the first line of defense in 
helping to protect the interests of the residents of the Township is to update the Zoning 
Ordinance. 

e. Residents Anne and Ken Franke questioned which sections Paff would like to see revised 
and asked about adding e-commerce restrictions. 

f. Motion made by Bucci and seconded by Sobotka to recommend starting updates on the 
Zoning Ordinance that need to be cleaned up.  Motion passed (4-0) 

 
MONTHLY SUBDIVISION & LAND DEVELOPMENT STATUS REPORT: 

1. The Planning Commission reviewed the Status Report for the month.   
2. Paff updated the Commission stating that the Board of Supervisors did approve the request by 

Mavis Tire to subdivide the shopping center property.  Mavis will still need to go to the Zoning 
Hearing Board and go through land development.  Mavis is planning to present the Zoning 
Hearing Board plan to the Planning Commission for comment next month. 

3. Berger mentioned the streetlight update at the Hampton Inn that has not been completed and 
now looks as though the Fanelli development will not be updating it.  After some discussion, it 
was decided to add the topic to the agenda next month.  

4. Bucci asked for an update of the request of a Township resident to get a speed study done by 
PennDot in the Village of Monterey.  Wehr stated that she is working with PennDot to get all 
required documentation filed to complete the study. 

 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES: 

1. Solicitor – Beth Kohl 
a. Nothing at this time. 

2. Engineer – Chris Falencki 
a. Nothing at this time. 

   
HEARING OF THE VISITORS & PUBLIC COMMENT: 

1. Resident Ken Franke stated that he believes the Township should install security doors at the 
entrance to the Township building. 

 
ADJOURNMENT: Motion was made by Berger and seconded by Sobotka to adjourn at 10:12pm. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Jerilyn Wehr, Secretary/Treasurer 

 


