
       THE TOWNSHIP OF MAXATAWNY 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2022 

MINUTES 
 

CALL MEETING TO ORDER: Chairman Bucci called the meeting to order at 7:30pm with the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  Members present:  Michael Berger, Rob Reynolds, Ethan Boyer and Dave Sobotka.  
Professionals present:  Solicitor, Beth Kohl;  Engineer, Chris Falencki; Township Code Official, Chris Paff; 
and Office Assistant, Tricia Wessner.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: (Agenda items)  

1. Multiple residents asked to speak during review of projects 
 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: 

1. Motion to approve the September 15, 2022 meeting minutes 
a. Motion made by Boyer and seconded by Reynolds to approve the September 15, 2022 

meeting minutes.  Motion passed (5-0) 
 

PLANS TO REVIEW: 
1. Maxatawny Industrial Long Lane – preliminary plan 

a. There was no one in attendance for this project.  Discussion was tabled 
2. 15132 W Kutztown Road Warehouse – preliminary plan  

a. Mark Koch, Attorney for the project, presented the plan.  The existing lot will be 
subdivided into three lots, with lot #1 (airport diner) and #2 (medevac) retained by the 
current owners once subdivision is complete.  Lot #3 will be about 65 +/- acres that will 
have a new access road from Kutztown Road.  The warehouse proposed for the lot will 
be 754,000 sq. ft. and have 465 car parking spaces and 245 truck parking spaces.  There is 
no set tenant for the project at this time 

b. The letters of Falencki dated October 19, 2022 and Paff dated October 18, 2022, as well as 
the Fire Marshall letter were reviewed 

c. There was discussion regarding the proposed access, the defined use of lot #3, if there 
will be retail sales on site, landscaping, and retaining walls 

d. There was also discussion regarding the traffic study presented by the developer. 
e. Motion made by Sobotka and seconded by Boyer to recommend to the Board of 

Supervisors to have a review of the study done.  Motion passed (5-0) 
f. Multiple Township residents and taxpayers including Janna Gregonis, Jamie Kacsur, 

Kelsey Baker, Maria Bowes, Colin Oswald, Peter Karch, Marty Yourkavitch, Steve 
Wilson, Josh Tucker, Lynn Wright, and Anne Franke spoke in opposition of the 
warehouse stating multiple concerns including traffic issues and truck routes, noise, 
medivac flight route, and a warehouse not wanted/working in that area 

3. Elm Street Apartments – final plan 
a. Rob Hain presented the plan 
b. The letters of Falencki and Paff dated October 19, 2022 as well as the Fire Marshall letter 

were reviewed  
c. There was discussion regarding making a note on the plan that Kutztown Borough will 

be picking up the trash on site, stormwater management, emergency service access, 
curbing and sidewalks 

d. Motion made by Berger and seconded by Boyer to recommend sidewalks extend out to 
access driveway.  Motion passed (5-0) 

4. East Penn Self Storage – preliminary plan/conditional use application 



a. Vince Fantozzi and Bernie Telatovich, the project engineer presented the plan 
b. The letters of Falencki dated October 19, 2022 and Paff dated October 6, 2022, as well as 

the Fire Marshall letter were reviewed 
c. There was discussion regarding stormwater management, landscaping, and possible 

waivers 
d. The Commission reviewed the Conditional Use request that will be before the Board of 

Supervisors at their November meeting 
e. Motion made by Sobotka and seconded by Boyer to recommend approval of the 

Conditional Use application.  Motion passed (5-0) 
5. Motus Equities East – screening discussion 

a. Brian Focht presented the project to the Commission.  Focht was looking for feedback 
regarding screening due to easements on the lot.  Focht stated that there is a 20 ft. wide 
stormwater drainage easement on the right side of the property line.  Focht suggested 
providing buffers/screenings in that easement and provide swales or a stormwater pipe 
to continue flow to Kutztown Road. There is also a 30 ft. sewer easement that runs along 
the back of the property parallel to Kutztown Road.  Focht questioned if the Commission 
would like to see additional buffers/screenings since there is already a 6-foot fence on 
the neighboring property 

b. Engineer Falencki stated that it is not standard to put buffers in a stormwater easement 
and that no buffers would be permitted in the sewer easement 

c. Multiple Township residents including Steve Wilson, Jamie Kacsur, and Anne Franke 
spoke in opposition of the project, stating that the project does not fit the lot 

d. The Commission agreed to have the developer follow all requirements of the Township 
Ordinance 

6. KU Poplar House – prelim/final plan 
a. Martin Kimmel presented the plan 
b. The letters of Falencki and Paff dated October 19, 2022 were reviewed  
c. There was discussion regarding parking and road width, as well as use description of the 

project 
d. Requested waivers were reviewed 
e. Motion made by Sobotka and seconded by Reynolds to recommend approval of waiver  

of Section 210, performance guarantee.  Motion passed (5-0) 
f. Motion made by Sobotka and seconded by Reynolds to recommend approval of waiver 

408.3.a, pipe construction.  Motion passed (5-0) 
g. Motion made by Sobotka and seconded by Berger to recommend approval of waiver 

311.D.6 & 7, pipe diameter.  Motion passed (5-0) 
h. Motion made by Boyer and seconded by Berger to recommend approval of waiver of 

311.G.2/802 roof drains.  Motion passed (5-0) 
i. Motion made by Boyer and seconded by Berger to recommend approval of waiver of 701, 

performance guarantee.  Motion passed (5-0) 
j. Motion made by Boyer and seconded by Berger to recommend approval of waiver of 706, 

stormwater management easements.  Motion passed (5-0) 
k. Motion made by Boyer and seconded by Berger to recommend conditional preliminary 

plan approval based on the letters of Falencki and Paff.  Motion passed (5-0) 
7. Comprehensive Plan update 

a. Chairman Bucci stated that he has reached out to all the PC chairmen at municipalities in 
the Kutztown School District to see if they would be interested in a joint comprehensive 
plan and received positive feedback.  Bucci stated that a representative from Berks 
County would be willing to present information to the Board regarding a joint plan. 

b. Motion made by Sobotka and seconded by Reynolds to recommend holding the 
presentation to consider a joint comprehensive plan.  Motion passed (5-0) 

8. Review of Zoning Hearing application – Rockland Builders/Hottenstein Road 



a. The application to the Zoning Hearing Board consists of variance requests that include a 
shared driveway and paving.  It still needs to be determined what the slope of the 
driveway is and if the existing driveway has sufficient site distance and site triangle 

b. After discussing the issues, and a failed motion to recommend that the ordinance be 
followed for paving (yes – Berger and Sobotka   no – Bucci, Boyer, and Reynolds) it was 
decided to not make any recommendations 
 

MONTHLY SUBDIVISION & LAND DEVELOPMENT STATUS REPORT: 

1. The Planning Commission reviewed the Status Report for the month 
 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES: 

1. Solicitor – Beth Kohl 
a. Nothing at this time 

2. Engineer – Chris Falencki 
a. Nothing at this time 

   
HEARING OF THE VISITORS & PUBLIC COMMENT: 

1. Nothing at this time 
 

ADJOURNMENT: Motion was made by Reynolds and seconded by Berger to adjourn at 10:45pm. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Jerilyn Wehr, Secretary/Treasurer 

 

 


